Clipping nails. 

It is important to get your puppy comfortable with having his nails trimmed before he gets too big to easily manage. Start by examining your puppy’s nails. If they are light, you can easily see the vein – or “quick” – which is pink (see diagram below). If his nails are dark, you should look at the nail from the bottom instead; in this case, hold his paw like you would if you were picking a horse’s hoof. You will see a horseshoe of flesh surrounded by hard, hollow nail. 
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Over a 4-5 day period (or longer), 
work on one of the following nail-clipping plans at home:

OPTION A:

1. Get your toe nail clippers. Touch one of your puppy’s PAWS with the clippers and simultaneously click (or say “yes!”), followed by a treat. Do this for all four PAWS and repeat several times for each.

2. Once your puppy is comfortable with step 1, touch one of his TOE NAILS with the clippers and simultaneously click, followed by a treat. Do this for each of his toe nails and repeat several times for each.

3. Once your puppy is comfortable with step 2, clip the tip off of ONE NAIL and give a treat. Do not clip too much the first time – just the very tip. If you cut the nail too short it will bleed and hurt/scare your puppy. TAKE IT SLOWLY AND DON’T RUSH! One bad experience can make nail clipping very difficult in the future.

4. After trimming one nail, have a play session with your puppy.

5. A bit later, continue to the next nail. Work around to each nail. 

OPTION B:

1. Another approach is to have one person feed your puppy yummy treats non-stop as you hold the clippers while handling his PAWS one by one. (The helper person can be holding your puppy on his/her lap or get him into the down or “play dead” position on the floor.) 

2. The next day, repeat the exercise, this time handling his TOES one by one as you hold the clippers. 
3. The next day, repeat but handle his TOENAILS one at a time as you hold the clippers. 
4. Finally repeat while clipping the nails. Do not clip too much the first time – just the very tip. If you cut the nail too short it will bleed and hurt/scare your puppy. TAKE IT SLOWLY AND DON’T RUSH! One bad experience can make nail clipping very difficult in the future.
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